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guests had gone to sleep, he murdered and robbed
them and threw their bodies into a neighbouring
well. But it was useless for Sheikh Sajjan to try
to^ trick the divine intelligence of Nanak. With the
speed of thought, his wickedness was unmasked and
he himself converted. He was forced to distribute
among the poor his stolen wealth and became a
religious ascetic.
There is no doubt but that Nanak was deeply
influenced by Islam. He never, it is true, became
a. Musulman or anything approaching one ; for he
never accepted Mohomed as a prophet. But he
preached monotheism. His doctrine is summarized
in the preamble to the Japji.
'There is but one God whose name is true, the Creator
devoid of fear and enmity, immortal, unborn, self-existent,
great and bountiful. Repeat his name.
*The True one was in the beginning; the True one was
in the primal age;
'The True one, is, was, O Nanak; the True one also
shall be.J
He condemned the idols of orthodox Hinduism
with great vigour especially at Vrindavan, Mathura
and Puri; and after wandering through India,
Afghanistan and Ceylon, he resolved to go to
Mecca. This was a most daring thing to do, al-
though not perhaps so dangerous then as now.
He dressed adequately for the part in the blue garb
of a Musulman pilgrim. He carried a staff, a cup
for his ablutions and a praying carpet. The faith-
ful Mardana shared the perils of the high adventure.
On the way they passed a night pleasantly with a
Musulman fakir ; but next day the fakir took fright,
because a cloud jttst over Nanak's head kept pace
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